THE FARMER
By Jerry Haugen

Verse 1

(G) The rooster’s crowing, the cows standin’ sturdy
(G) The alarm is flashing—my God it’s oh four-thirty
(C) I'roll out stiff and sideways

(G) From years of hay and hard days

(Em) The chores don’t wait on how I feel

(C) Pull on boots that know my story

(G) Step outside into the gray

(D) Another day of grateful labor

(G) And a life I wouldn’t trade

Chorus

(C) Farmer by the sunrise

(G) Dreamer when it sets

(C) Living in the middle

(G) Of work and no regrets

(Em) I don’t measure life in hours
(C) I'just keep my rhythm strong
(G) One field one fence one season
(D) And another as the years roll on

(G)

Verse 2

(G) Breakfast is what's leftover

(G) Or an egg my wife set out

(C) Walkin’ through the orchard

(G) Seein’ what came up or sprouted out
(Em) Move the water down the pasture
(C) Trim a branch that droops too low
(G) Mow a crooked line of lawn

(D) Just to say I had a go
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Chorus

(C) Farmer by the sunrise

(G) Dreamer when it sets

(C) Living in the middle

(G) Of work and no regrets

(Em) I don’t measure life in hours
(C) I'just keep my rhythm strong
(G) One field one fence one season
(D) And another as the years roll on

(G)

Verse 3

(G) Fix a hinge that’s rusted open

(G) Chase a leak across the ground

(C) Talk to stubborn irrigation

(G) Like two men who won’t back down
(Em) Dogs beggin’ for a rambler

(C) But the weeds demand a fight

(G) And the garden keeps on callin’

(D) Like a love that holds you tight

Chorus

(C) Farmer by the sunrise

(G) Dreamer when it sets

(C) Living in the middle

(G) Of work and no regrets

(Em) I don’t measure life in hours
(C) I'just keep my rhythm strong
(G) One field one fence one season
(D) And another as the years roll on

(G)

Verse 4

(G) Yeah I'm aching yeah I'm creaking
(G) Yeah the weeds outnumber me
(C) But the dogs still think I'm perfect
(G) And the land still sets me free
(Em) Maybe someday I'll retire

(C) Or at least I'll claim I tried

(G) But I'll farm until they tell me

(D) Hey old-timer step aside
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Chorus

(C) Farmer by the sunrise

(G) Dreamer when it sets

(C) Living in the middle

(G) Of work and no regrets

(Em) I don’t measure life in hours
(C) I'just keep my rhythm strong
(G) One field one fence one season
(D) And another as the years roll on

(G)

Tag
(G) The rooster’s crowing, the cows standin’ sturdy
(G) The alarm is flashing—my God it's oh four-thirty
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