Bring a Lantern

By Jerry Haugen — Key of G

Banjo Friendly
VERSE 1
G c
0ld Joe came in this morning with a grin and a tale,
G D
Said our rooster raised a racket while the night hid the quail.
G c
Swore that bird stood strutting proud in the middle of the night,
G D G
Certain he could summon morning if he tried with all his might.
G C

We leaned back in our chairs while the coffee boiled away —

G D G
That's the kind of barnyard talk you hear at break of day.

CHORUS 1

G C

If you say the rooster crowed before the break of day
G D

If you swear he called the sun up in his own special way

(harmony swell)

Em C

If you say the river's running uphill and that doesn't sound right
G D G

You better bring a lantern and shed a little light
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VERSE 2

G c
Then Bill spoke up and said he'd seen a stranger sight,
G D

Said the wind came whipping through there late last night.
G c
Swore that wind worked row by row like it was by design,
G D
Left the whole field knotted neat as any sailor's line.

G c

We just shook our heads and let his windy story stay —

G D G
That's the kind of tale that grows when neighbors pass the day.

CHORUS 2

G o]

If you say the rooster crowed before the break of day
G D

If you swear the wind tied knots in every blade of hay

(harmony swell)

Em C

If you say the river's running uphill and that doesn't sound right
G D G

You better bring a lantern and shed a little light

VERSE 3
G c
Then Jill burst in and fell down on the floor,

G D
She dusted herself off and came to join us by the door.
G c
She said, I watched a mule climb up a ladder in the morning air,
G D
He settled on the ridge pole like he hadn't any care.

G c
She looked us in the eye and said it plain as day —

G D G

That's the kind of truth that takes your breath and sends you on your way.
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CHORUS 3

G C

If you say the rooster crowed before the break of day

G D

If you swear he called the sun up in his own special way

G c

If you say a mule climbed up a ladder on a dewy summer morn
G D

If the whole thing happened just exactly as it's sworn

(harmony swell)

Em (o]

If you say the river's running uphill and that doesn't sound right
G D G

You better bring a lantern and shed a little light

VERSE 4
G c
Then Jake popped in and said he had a tale to tell,

G D
Said he'd hooked a catfish down by Bobby's dell.
G c
That fish broke his line and flopped across the ground,
G D
Those fins went plowing furrows all around.

G c
That fish flopped back to the river and he left the field to plant —
G D G

Jake swore it all was true but I just can't.

CHORUS 4

G c

If you say the rooster crowed before the break of day

G D

If you swear the wind tied knots in every blade of hay

G c

If you say a mule climbed up a ladder just to sleep above the ground
G D

If you claim a catfish went plowing furrows all around

(harmony swell)

Em C

If you say the river's running uphill and that doesn't sound right
G D G

You better bring a lantern and shed a little light
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