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CITADEL 
By Jerry Haugen 

 
Key of G  •  Standard Banjo Tuning (gDGBD) 

[VERSE 1] 

G                        
You came up from the deep 

C              G         
Restless and new 

G                        
Pressed up through the ages 

D              G         
A mountain breaking through 

 

C              G         
You stood against the weather 

D              G         
Under the clouds and blue 

 

[CHORUS] 

G                        
The sand slips away 

C              D         
Down to the bedrock fell 

G                        
Till the spirit finds its way 

C         D      G       
Back to the citadel 

 

[VERSE 2] 

G                        
The pressure built you stronger 

C              G         
Compressed you by the layer 

G                        
Every sorrow made you harder 

D              G         
Every burden that you'd bear 
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C              G         
Stood against the weather 

G                        
Then the trees started to grow 

C              G         
They ground you down together 

D              G         
To soil and sand below 

 

[CHORUS] 

G                        
The sand slips away 

C              D         
Down to the bedrock fell 

G                        
Till the spirit finds its way 

C         D      G       
Back to the citadel 

 

[VERSE 3] 

G                        
The seasons wore you thinner 

C              G         
The rain dissolved the clay 

G                        
Every layer that you'd gathered 

D              G         
The sand just slipped away 

 

C              G         
Down through the soil and gravel 

C              G         
Down through the drift and stone 

G                        
Till the bedrock stood before you 

D              G         
And you knew that you were home 

 

[CHORUS] 
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G                        
The sand slips away 

C              D         
Down to the bedrock fell 

G                        
Till the spirit finds its way 

C         D      G       
Back to the citadel 

 

[BRIDGE] 

C                        
The citadel holds what always was 

G                        
And what will always be 

C                        
Deeper than a single life 

D                        
Older than the sea 

 

C              G         
And when the spirit settles home 

C              D         
The earth begins to strain 

G                        
The pressure builds from the deep 

D              G         
And the mountain will rise again 

 

[FINAL CHORUS] 

G                        
The sand slips away 

C              D         
Down to the bedrock fell 

G                        
Till the spirit finds its way 

C         D      G       
Back to the citadel 
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