SAN SONG
By Jerry Haugen

Banjo: G Standard Tuning (gDGBD) | Fast Clawhammer

Chords: G C D

[Intro — fade in, jaw harp and clawhammer banjo,
frenzy]

G
(instrumental — building)

[Verse 1]

G
Late in the night the circle opened wide

C
A sound like the wind but it came from inside

D
My feet moved toward it before I could decide

G
The women were weaving what no words could say

Cc
The fire threw shadows that were leaning my way

D

fromslow to full

And something inside me was adding light to the fray
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[Verse 2]

G
The drumming came up through the soles of my feet

Cc
The circle was pulling with a pull I couldn't beat

D
My breath and the fire merged in the heat

G
The men were dancing in the dark and the cold

c
The women were singing more than the darkness could hold

D
And something in me knew what the dancing foretold

[Verse 3]

G
The fire burned low in the belly of night

c
The circle was all that I knew of the light

D
And I was the darkness and I was the bright
The women were singing with a thousand year noise

The jaw harp was buzzing through my bones and my voice

And I was the song and the drum and the choice
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[Verse 4]

G
The dawn came up slow on the edge of the land

C
The circle grew quiet like the tide leaving sand

D
And I walked out carrying what I didn't plan

G
The women were settling like the earth after rain

Cc
The jaw harp was sighing through the morning's refrain

D
I left the circle and the circle would remain

G
I am because we are

Repeat and Fade over the outro

[Outro — jaw harp and clawhammer banjo slowing and fading, dawn
birds emerging]

G
(instrumental — fading to silence)
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