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Back of His Head 

Jerry Haugen • Key of G • G–C–D  

[Verse 1] 

G                                                    C 

Don't you pity me now for the things that man has done 

G                                              D 

I wake up every morning grateful for the sun 

G                                               C 

He left me with the children and he left me with the land 

G                    D                          G 

Best thing Stede ever did was letting go my hand 

[Chorus] 

G                              D 

Best thing I ever saw, I do believe 

G                                        G 

Was the back of his head as he turned to leave 

[Verse 2] 

G                                                    C 

They say he bought a sloop and called the Revenge her name 

G                                                        D 

Hired seventy men with wages that no pirate ever claimed 

G                                                        C 

They call him the Gentleman Pirate and I near lost my tea 

G                    D                                  G 

Was a Major, now a captain, always a major pain to me 

[Chorus] 

G                              D 

Best thing I ever saw, I do believe 

G                                        G 

Was the back of his head as he turned to leave 
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[Verse 3] 

G                                                C 

They say he fell in with a devil by the name of Teach 

G                                                       D 

Who sweet-talked him right off his own deck easy as a peach 

G                                               C 

He gave away the Revenge like he gave away the land 

G                        D                              G 

I always knew that Stede could lose whatever's in his hand 

[Chorus] 

G                              D 

Best thing I ever saw, I do believe 

G                                        G 

Was the back of his head as he turned to leave 

[Verse 4] 

G                                                         C 

Word came down of Captain Thomas causing quite a boast 

G                                                       D 

Making every fool mistake from the Carolina coast 

G                                                    C 

Paid his crew in wages like no pirate guaranteed 

G                    D                              G 

I said to my neighbor — well honey, that's stupid Stede 

[Chorus] 

G                              D 

Best thing I ever saw, I do believe 

G                                        G 

Was the back of his head as he turned to leave 

[Verse 5] 

G                                                    C 

They say Captain Thomas got arrested, what a shame 

G                                                    D 

Took the King’s pardon and went right back to the game 

G                                                       C 

Now who'd get caught and pardoned and go right back to sea 

G                    D                              G 

I told her straight neighbor — I'm sure that's stupid Stede 
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[Chorus] 

G                              D 

Best thing I ever saw, I do believe 

G                                        G 

Was the back of his head as he turned to leave 

[Verse 6] 

G                                                    C 

They say he took thirteen ships and finally found his sea 

G                                              D 

I'll give the fool that much — he did it handily 

G                                                      C 

But Stede could never hold a thing he had within his grasp 

G                    D                              G 

I said to my neighbor — honey, how long can that last 

[Chorus] 

G                              D 

Best thing I ever saw, I do believe 

G                                        G 

Was the back of his head as he turned to leave 

[Verse 7] 

G                                                    C 

They say he fought six hours at Cape Fear before he fell 

G                                                    D 

Broke out of Charleston jail — now that's a tale to tell 

G                                                C 

Last word I got was Stede was running through the trees 

G                    D                                    G 

I laughed and raised my cup and said — Lord do as you please 

[Chorus] 

G                              D 

Best thing I ever saw, I do believe 

G                                        G 

Was the back of his head as he turned to leave 


