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Mary Jack and Me 
By Jerry Haugen 

Key of G  •  Banjo Standard Tuning (gDGBD) 

 

[Verse 1] 

G                                    C 
It was 1720 on the Caribbean sea 

G                                    D 
Jack Rackham was our captain, Mary Read and me 

G                                    C 
We sailed the sloop called William bold as we could be 

G              D                     G 
Till Barnet's Tyger ran us down and spoiled our jamboree 

 

[Chorus] 

G                    C 
Mary Jack and me on the Caribbean blue 

G                         D 
Sun on the water and the wide open view 

G                              C 
Life is what happens when your plans fall apart 

G              D           G 
But Mary Jack and me had the wind in our heart 
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[Verse 2] 

G                                    C 
Jack and all his crew were drunk and hiding down below 

G                                    D 
Mary grabbed her cutlass and she put on quite a show 

G                                         C 
We fought off Barnet's sailors but there wasn't enough of us 

G              D                          G 
And Barnet's men came swarming over raising quite a fuss 

 

[Chorus] 

G                    C 
Mary Jack and me on the Caribbean blue 

G                         D 
Sun on the water and the wide open view 

G                              C 
Life is what happens when your plans fall apart 

G              D           G 
But Mary Jack and me had the wind in our heart 

 

[Verse 3] 

G                                         C 
After the great battle we were all dragged onto shore 

G                                              D 
At Davis' Cove James put us in irons to even up the score 

G                                    C 
He herded us to Saint James town to face our destiny 

G              D                G 
They tried us in the morning and threw away the key 
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[Chorus] 

G                    C 
Mary Jack and me on the Caribbean blue 

G                         D 
Sun on the water and the wide open view 

G                              C 
Life is what happens when your plans fall apart 

G              D           G 
But Mary Jack and me had the wind in our heart 

 

[Verse 4] 

G                                         C 
Old Jack swung from the yard arm in the harbor's morning light 

G                                    D 
And Mary died in prison from the fever of the night 

G                              C 
I walked free in August when the sun shone on the sand 

G              D                          G 
And that was when our adventure finally played out not as planned 

 

[Outro - Chorus] 

G                    C 
Mary Jack and me on the Caribbean blue 

G                         D 
Sun on the water and the wide open view 

G                              C 
Life is what happens when your plans fall apart 

G              D           G 
But Mary Jack and me had the wind in our heart 
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