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WONDERING WANDERER 

By Jerry Haugen  |  Tune: Arkansas Traveler  |  Key of G 

 

VERSE 

G                                    C 

I stop to study boulder face, the layers and the grain, 

G                                              D 

Was this laid down in ancient seas, or fired up in flame? 

G                                          C 

Did glaciers drag that rock through time, then drop it right here? 

G                                              D 

What lifted up that mountain spine, and set this ridge so sheer? 

 

CHORUS 

G                                              D 

I'm wanderin' on and wonderin' with every step I take, 

G                                    C                G 

Keepin' questions movin' on, like a river to a lake. 

 

VERSE 

G                                   C 

A wildflower leaning into light, I kneel down in the grass, 

G                                              D 

What's your name, what feeds your roots, what makes your season last? 

G                                C 

A mushroom tucked beneath a fir, in shadow cool and still— 

G                                                D 

What calls you to this patch of ground, this slope, this soil, this hill? 

 

CHORUS 

G                                              D 

I'm wanderin' on and wonderin' with every step I take, 

G                                    C                G 

Keepin' questions movin' on, like a river to a lake. 

 

VERSE 

G                                  C 

A lizard warms on sunlit stone, then slips to brush and shade, 

G                                              D 

A snake goes threading through the duff like it was born to fade. 

G                                C 

I watch, I listen, learn the signs in every track I find— 

G                                       D 

This trail keeps teaching as I go, and I keep it in my mind. 
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CHORUS 

G                                              D 

I'm wanderin' on and wonderin' with every step I take, 

G                                    C                G 

Keepin' questions movin' on, like a river to a lake. 

 

VERSE 

G                                              C 

I hear it first — that rushing roar — before it comes in view, 

G                                              D 

The spray mists soft against my face, a cool and gentle tone, 

G                                              C 

I breathe in pine and moss and something sweet I've never known, 

G                                         D 

A wisp lifts off and wanders on beneath the mountain blue. 

 

CHORUS 

G                                              D 

I'm wanderin' on and wonderin' with every step I take, 

G                                    C                G 

Keepin' questions movin' on, like a river to a lake. 

 

VERSE 

G                                C 

I find a flat of rock at dusk and make it my night's bed, 

G                                              D 

The stars come out — how many shine so far overhead? 

G                                    C 

I wonder at those burning lights in all their silver gleams, 

G                                    D                    G 

Somewhere in the wondering I wander into dreams. 

 

OUTRO 

G                                              D 

I'm wanderin' on and wonderin' with every step I take, 

G                                    C                G 

Keepin' questions movin' on, like a river to a lake. 
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OPTIONAL EXTENDED OUTRO 

 

I wonder what it’s called, I wonder why it’s here, 

I wonder where it started, what keeps it drawin’ near. 

I wonder where it’s headed, I wonder where it ends, 

I wonder what it’s telling me, like trusted old trail friends. 

No screen, no idea, no answers—just boots and breath and blue, 

Just wind and water answerin’ the best they know to do. 

I’m wanderin’ on and wonderin’ with every step I take, 

Keepin’ questions movin’ on, like a river to a lake. 
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