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GREATEST GENERATION 
Jerry Haugen 

Key of G  •  Chords: G  C  D 

[Verse 1] 

G 
He drove the rural mail in a car he kept alive 

G 
Nursed that “infernal combustion engine” all its life 

G                          C 
He’d fix your car and wave the thanks away 

D                                    G  
“Think nothin’ of it” was all he’d ever say 

G                          C 
He knew every road and every soul for miles 

D                          G 
And he’d send you off with happy smiles 

 

[Chorus] 

G                          C 
He always had a saying for the day 

D                    G 
Said it funny but he said it true 

G                          C 
Loved us all in his own special way 

D                                    G 

That’s the greatest generation shining through 
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[Verse 2] 

G 
Healing hands that served him well in war 

G                                          D 
He patched the wounded soldiers in the mud 

G 
He came home and settled in just like before 

D                          G 
“Better than it was” ran through his blood 

G                                    C 
He’d build you something useful, true and strong 

D                                         G 
And leave it better than when he came along 

 

[Chorus] 

G                          C 
He always had a saying for the day 

D                    G 
Said it funny but he said it true 

G                          C 
Loved us all in his own special way 

D                                    G 
That’s the greatest generation shining through 

 

[Verse 3] 

G                                    C 
He’d sit you down and talk about the dollar 

G                                              D 
And how a foolish man could “lose his shirt” 

G                                    C 
If someone stretched the truth he’d holler 

D                                    G 
“Horsefeathers” and it didn’t even hurt 

G                                    C 
He kept the family grounded, safe and sound 

D                                         G 
The wisest man that you have ever found 
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[Chorus] 

G                          C 
He always had a saying for the day 

D                    G 
Said it funny but he said it true 

G                          C 
Loved us all in his own special way 

D                                    G 
That’s the greatest generation shining through 

 

[Verse 4] 

G                                                        C 
When I got “too big for my britches” and my dreams got out of hand 

D                                         G 
He’d let me ramble on until I’d had my day 

G                                                   C 
Then he’d look me in the eye and bring me back to land 

D                    G 
He’d just smile at me in play 

G                                                        C 
And shock me with a saying that would leave me quite surprised 

D                                                                      G 
“Don’t count your juvenile poultryatism before it’s fully materialized” 

 

[Chorus] 

G                          C 
He always had a saying for the day 

D                    G 
Said it funny but he said it true 

G                          C 
Loved us all in his own special way 

D                                    G 
That’s the greatest generation shining through 
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