Simple Questions

By Jerry Haugen
KeyofG « G/C/D

CHORUS
G c G
I once knew a girl and we were close as close could be
D G
Then I asked her one small question and she up and left on me
c G
Seemed a simple little question — we were happy, I'd have guessed
D Cc G

So why'd she go and leave me? It's a mystery, I confess

VERSE 1
G Cc
She was sweeter than a peach in early June

D G
We'd go walking by the river every afternoon

G C
Then I turned to her and asked her with a smile

G D G
“Now tell me, darling — how many beans make up a pile?”

C G
She blinked at me and stared a while at what I'd dared to say

D Cc G
She turned around right on the path and slowly walked away
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CHORUS

G Cc G
I once knew a girl and we were close as close could be

D G
Then I asked her one small question and she up and left on me

(o] G
Seemed a simple little question — we were happy, I'd have guessed

D Cc G
So why'd she go and leave me? It's a mystery, I confess

VERSE 2
G Cc
She was clever as they come, could quote you Shakespeare's plays
D G
We'd sit and talk for hours, lose all track of nights and days
G Cc
Then I leaned across the table, asked her soft and plain
G D G
“Sweetheart, tell me truly — do fish get thirsty in the rain?”
Cc G

She laughed out loud, she thought I joked — then caught the look
I wore

D C G
She grabbed her coat, stopped laughing, and she walked right out
the door

CHORUS
G Cc G
I once knew a girl and we were close as close could be
D G
Then I asked her one small gquestion and she up and left on me
(o] G

Seemed a simple little question — we were happy, I'd have guessed

D Cc G

So why'd she go and leave me? It's a mystery, I confess
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VERSE 3

G Cc
She was pretty as a sunrise, kind as kind could be

D G
She baked me pies on Sunday, brought me biscuits, poured me tea
G C
Then I asked her, “Tell me, darling, just a thing I'd love to
know —

G D G
What's the color of a Tuesday, is it indigo or no?”

Cc G
She dabbed her lips, set down her cup, as graceful as a swan

D (o] G
She walked out through the parlor door, and just like that, was
gone

CHORUS
G Cc G
I once knew a girl and we were close as close could be

D G
Then I asked her one small question and she up and left on me

(o] G
Seemed a simple little question — we were happy, I'd have guessed

D Cc G
So why'd she go and leave me? It's a mystery, I confess
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VERSE 4

G c
She was graceful as a dancer, sharp as sharp could be

D G
She'd read a thousand books and still made time to spend with me

G C
Then I asked her, “Tell me, sugar, riddle me this well —

G D G
Could a turtle, if he hurried, outrun his own shell?”

Cc G
She rose up like a queen and smoothed the wrinkles from her dress

D Cc G

She blew a kiss, walked out the door, and left no forwarding
address

CHORUS
G C G
I once knew a girl and we were close as close could be

D G
Then I asked her one small question and she up and left on me

(o] G
Seemed a simple little question — we were happy, I'd have guessed

D C G
So why'd she go and leave me? It's a mystery, I confess

VERSE 5
G c
She was lovely as the moonlight, warm as warm could be

D G
She'd hum a little melody and dance around with me

G c
Then I asked her, “Tell me, honey, here's a thought to chew —

G D G
If I licked the moon some evening, would it taste like nickels
do?”

C G

She smiled a gentle smile and gave a curtsy, slow and grand

D c G
She walked off humming softly to a one-girl marching band
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CHORUS

G Cc G
I once knew a girl and we were close as close could be

D G
Then I asked her one small question and she up and left on me

(o] G
Seemed a simple little question — we were happy, I'd have guessed

D Cc G
So why'd she go and leave me? It's a mystery, I confess

VERSE 6
G Cc
She was bright as any candle, bold as bold could be

D G
She'd argue politics at noon and stargaze after tea

G C
Then I asked her, “Tell me, darling — won't you humor me a while

G D G

Now how many beans, would you say, does it take to make a pile?”
C G

She thought a moment, then declared, “It's forty-four, no doubt.”
D (o} G

And that's the girl who walked into my heart and never walked
back out.

CHORUS
G Cc G
I once knew a girl and we were close as close could be

D G
Then I asked one more fool question and she stayed right there
with me

(o] G
Seemed a simple little question — same as all the rest, I'd guess

D Cc G
So why'd she stay and love me? It's a mystery, I confess
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