NEO-ROYALIST SWING

By Jerry Haugen
[Chorus]
F6 G7
Court of the king--neo-royalist swing,
Em7 A7 Dm7 G7
Kiss the ring, cut the deal, let the loud birds sing.
Cé6 A7

Truth on the shelf while the loyalties cling--

Dm7 G7 Cé6
Court of the king--neo-royalist swing.

[Verse 1 — King]

Cé6 E7

The king wakes up grinning; the room bends its knee,
Am7 A7

He calls it "the law," then he changes the key.

Dm7 G7

A pardon for patrons, a wink for the press,

Cé6 ATl

A garden for commons--keep quiet, make less.

Dm7/ G7

He names it "good order" when it's profit and pride,
Cé6 A7

And rules drift like smoke till they're nailed to the

[Chorus]
[Repeat Chorus]
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[Verse 2 — Chamber Guards]

Cé6 E7

The chamber guards stand watch, all polished and prim,
Am7 A7

They weigh out the minutes, they measure your grin.
Dm7 G7

A rival gets "busy," a friend gets a seat,

Co6 Al

And truth turns around before it hits the street.

Dm7 G7

The maid shuts the door with a practiced little nod--
ce AT Dm7 G7

And the gate gets declared holy, as if spoken by God.

[Chorus]

[Repeat Chorus]

[Verse 3 — Privy Council]

Cé6 E7

The privy council whispers where the curtains don't part,
Am7 A7

They draft you a "rule" with a loophole at heart.

Dm7 G7

They call it "security"--everyone nods,

Cé6 A7l

Then stamp it and ship it in bundles of odds.

Dm7 G7
A secret goes public the moment it pays,

Cé6 A7 Dm7 G7
And blame finds your doorstep in orderly ways.

[Chorus]
[Repeat Chorus]
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[Verse 4 — Royal Herald]

Co

E7

The royal herald smiles like a friend on the scene,

Am’7/

A7

Turns trouble to triumph, keeps everything clean.

Dm7

G7

Reads "By order of king" like a hymn you must know,

C6

A7

Then sells you the ending before the first show.

Dm’7/

G7

Your eyes are mistaken; your memory's wrong--

Co

A7 Dm7 G7

Now hum what he's printed and call it your song.

[Chorus]

[Repeat Chorus]

[Verse 5 — King's Patrons]

Co6

E7

The king's patrons buy ladders that reach to the throne,

Am7

A7

They pay for the bangquet, then bill you at home.

Dm7

G7

A charter, a contract, a carve-out, a pass-—--

C6

A7l

Private advantage in the public's glass.

Dm7

G7

They call it "investment" in patriotic dress;

Co

A7 Dm7 G7

The village pays double and calls it success.

[Chorus]

[Repeat Chorus]
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[Verse 6 — Knights]
Cé6 E7
The knights ride in polished, with duty for sale,

Am7 A7
They promise you peace--then they pick a fight.
Dm7 G7

They clear out the market, they crack down the square,

Co6 Al
They call it "procedure," they call it "fair."

Dm7 G7
A crackdown is "safety," a raid is "control,"
C6 A7 Dm7 G7

And righteousness feeds when it's paid by the toll.

[Chorus]

[Repeat Chorus]

[Verse 7 — King's Favorites]

Co6 E7

The king's favorites blossom on flattering air,

Am7 A7

They get keys to the cupboard and names on the chair.
Dm7 G7

They staff up their cousins, they staff up their friends,
Cé6 A7l

They call it "efficiency"--that depends how it ends.

Dm7 G7

A loyalist rises; a skeptic goes thin;

Cé6 A7 Dm7 G7
The court learns the lyrics to get invited in.

[Chorus]
[Repeat Chorus]
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[Verse 8 — Envoys]
Cé6 E7
The envoys travel quiet with a gift and a smile,

Am7 A7

They trade away tomorrow to win for a while.

Dm7 G7

They do backroom greetings where the cameras don't go,
Cé6 A7l

They call it "a breakthrough," then refuse what they owe.

Dm7 G7
Tribute and greeting--hear the coins start ringing,

ce A7 Dm7 G7
And the rest of the world hears the courtiers singing.

[Final Chorus (Double)]
[Repeat Chorus x2]
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